First published 2007

Printed in the United States of America
A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library.
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
Guyatt, Nicholas, 1973-Providence and the invention of the United States, 1607-1876 / Nicholas Guyatt. p. cm. Includes bibliographical references and index. isbn-13: 978-0-521-86788-7 (hardback) isbn-13: 978-0-521-68730-0 (pbk.) 1. United States -Church history. 2. Nationalism -United States. 3. Providence and government of God. 4. Nationalism -Religious aspects -Christianity. 5. United StatesForeign relations -Great Britain. I. Title.
br515.g89 2007 973-dc22 2007001746
isbn 978-0-521-86788-7 hardback isbn 978-0-521-68730-0 paperback Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of urls for external or third-party Internet Web sites referred to in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such Web sites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. This book began some years ago in Cambridge, and it is with great sadness that I first acknowledge the help of two people I met there who have since died. Jeremy Maule supervised my undergraduate work on Renaissance literature, and I was inspired by his love of history and his extraordinary intellectual generosity. Jeremy was the person who suggested that I do graduate work, and I remember thinking at the time that this was an outlandish idea. (He also gave me my very first teaching job soon after I had started my M.Phil. -with barely concealed glee, he informed me that my new student would be working on "the motherliness of the Founding Fathers.") I am sure this book would be much better if he had been around to read it, though it would have taken me some time to work up the nerve to show it to him. I began my Ph.D. at Cambridge, and I was extremely fortunate to work with the late Peter J. Parish. Peter had retired from his position at the University of London, but I was one of many graduate students who came to depend upon him after his move to Cambridge. Without Peter and Jeremy, this book would never have happened, and I would be doing something that I enjoy far less. I wish I had the chance to thank them both in person.
I contracted many other debts in Cambridge. Emmanuel College and the University funded my graduate studies. I learned a great deal about American history from John A. Thompson and about scholarship more generally fromviii
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